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Appendix table 3-3
Employed U.S. scientists and engineers, with job closely related to field of highest degree, by degree level, field
of highest degree, and years since degree: 1997

(Percent)

Field of highest Employed Years since degree

degree S&Es, total 1-5years 6-10years 11-15years 16-20 years 21-25 years 26-30 years 31-35 years 36+ years

All degree levels

All science & engineering ..... 44.8 48.0 50.9 48.6 44.2 37.7 37.9 39.4 37.8

Engineering...........ccccccceeeens 53.5 56.8 54.4 55.8 57.0 494 48.4 471 48.1
Aerospace engineering ......... 41.9 46.0 441 48.6 40.3 31.1 34.0 NA NA
Chemical engineering ..... .. 464 50.0 52.1 45.6 38.2 39.6 51.6 41.8 52.8
Civil engineering.......... 66.6 69.2 69.4 7.7 63.6 65.8 63.1 61.5 63.3
Electrical engineering .. ... 556 58.3 55.9 58.3 64.2 47.2 46.5 48.2 53.7
Industrial engineering............ 371 42.8 32.7 30.8 55.4 36.7 31.5 NA 28.3
Mechanical engineering ........ 50.6 52.4 53.3 53.1 61.2 44.6 46.6 41.4 40.8
Other engineering .. 509 58.4 52.0 54.5 47.0 51.1 44.7 44.9 42.2

Life sciences.............ccecuee.... 47.2 51.1 60.5 49.7 43.4 38.9 40.4 47.6 36.5
Agriculture .........cccoeeeeiennennne 47.4 57.2 56.5 40.0 50.1 441 38.1 65.6 22.3
Biological sciences .. .. 475 50.7 61.0 52.6 421 38.8 40.5 43.1 42.9
Health/medical ................ .. 443 45.5 63.6 51.7 37.4 30.7 48.1 NA NA

Computer math sciences ..... 58.7 67.9 68.6 64.5 60.6 44.0 35.5 26.7 34.2
Computer sciences................ 73.4 74.5 76.1 73.7 74.5 61.3 53.9 NA NA
Mathematical sciences ......... 41.3 56.1 50.0 39.3 45.6 36.0 32.7 26.1 33.2

Physical sciences........ .. 46.4 58.6 55.6 411 45.4 39.7 36.9 41.6 42.7
Chemistry ....... .. 504 65.3 65.5 42.3 54.9 36.1 40.7 46.5 40.6
Geosciences ............ .. 450 55.5 471 35.8 45.2 45.7 33.1 58.7 48.2
Physics/astronomy ............... 39.4 52.3 45.6 36.2 28.0 34.0 32.9 34.9 43.8
Other physical sciences........ 48.4 49.8 57.2 63.9 40.0 NA NA NA NA

Social sciences ............... .. 332 36.0 34.7 35.9 32.2 29.7 30.8 31.0 23.5
Economics ......... .. 2841 33.2 28.0 26.2 25.7 28.6 23.7 32.8 20.7
Political sciences ..... .. 20.7 25.8 20.8 18.9 214 15.4 16.8 16.9 16.4
Psychology .....ccoceeiennenennen. 41.8 434 43.7 49.5 39.4 35.0 374 56.2 26.8
Sociology/anthropology ........ 30.9 31.0 37.4 30.1 28.7 31.8 32.8 25.3 18.1
Other social sciences............ 35.4 37.7 37.8 35.5 34.4 30.9 37.0 241 42.0

Bachelor’s

All science & engineering ..... 38.7 411 451 42.7 38.0 31.1 32.2 34.4 35.0

Engineering .. 514 52.8 52.0 54.5 56.2 47.9 46.3 45.3 47.5
Aerospace engineering ......... 38.6 36.8 36.9 48.4 371 NA NA NA NA
Chemical engineering ........... 43.7 46.8 51.5 41.6 36.5 26.2 54.8 35.3 53.9
Civil engineering.......... 66.0 67.5 69.8 72.7 61.4 66.2 63.5 58.4 63.1
Electrical engineering .. ... 53.0 52.8 52.3 55.9 62.6 48.2 44.3 48.8 51.8
Industrial engineering....... .. 334 36.3 26.6 30.7 52.9 NA NA NA NA
Mechanical engineering ........ 49.9 50.6 52.6 52.8 63.9 44.2 44.7 39.0 40.6
Other engineering .........c....... 46.7 53.8 47.8 53.0 45.8 43.9 38.3 39.7 411

Life sciences............. .. 402 44.6 54.6 41.3 37.3 31.3 34.0 39.3 31.2
Agriculture ................ .. 431 51.2 51.1 33.1 48.4 41.9 33.4 NA 21.4
Biological sciences .. .. 397 43.9 54.7 43.9 34.9 29.7 33.4 32.2 35.3
Health/medical .........c.ccccueeee 37.6 40.1 NA 47.3 26.5 24.2 NA NA NA

Computer math sciences ..... 55.4 64.7 66.7 61.7 58.0 38.8 30.8 23.2 30.1
Computer sciences.......... .. 125 71.9 75.4 72.8 73.5 62.3 NA NA NA
Mathematical sciences ... 35.9 52.9 46.1 29.7 41.0 29.1 27.9 22.3 29.1

Physical sciences........ .. 404 53.2 51.8 34.4 39.4 314 28.6 36.7 38.2
Chemistry ....ccoevvevereereneeen 46.7 62.4 68.5 37.6 51.1 28.1 34.3 43.1 34.5
GEOSCIENCES ....evvenveerierieeas 35.5 46.6 30.6 29.7 37.7 33.3 NA NA NA
Physics/astronomy .. 29.2 42.0 40.5 19.7 18.9 16.4 23.0 NA NA
Other physical sciences........ 43.4 46.5 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Social sciences ..................... 25.0 291 26.6 235 21.6 224 24.0 25.0 19.3
Economics ............ . 221 275 24.3 19.9 15.9 211 17.3 26.8 18.7
Political sciences .. 16.9 22.0 17.6 14.4 15.7 11.9 13.0 16.0 12.7
Psychology ......ccceevveeenne .. 282 33.7 29.6 31.5 224 22.1 20.4 NA 15.9
Sociology/anthropology ........ 27.9 27.0 34.0 23.6 26.6 28.9 31.5 24.6 NA
Other social sciences............ 29.3 32.1 32.5 25.2 24.8 25.1 34.1 20.8 NA

See explanatory notes, if any, and SOURCE at end of table.
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Appendix table 3-3
Employed U.S. scientists and engineers, with job closely related to field of highest degree, by degree level, field
of highest degree, and years since degree: 1997

(Percent)

Field of highest Employed Years since degree

degree S&Es, total 1-5years 6-10years 11-15years 16-20 years 21-25 years 26-30 years 31-35years 36+ years

Master’s

All science & engineering..... 58.5 65.9 63.0 61.3 57.6 52.2 46.6 49.6 40.8

Engineering...........ccccoceeees 57.5 63.5 58.3 59.1 58.0 51.3 51.1 50.5 48.1
Aerospace engineering 46.5 59.4 61.7 NA NA NA NA NA NA
Chemical engineering ..... .. 53.0 58.7 52.7 61.4 NA NA NA NA NA
Civil engineering.......... 68.3 73.4 68.7 67.6 70.6 63.4 61.7 NA NA
Electrical engineering .. .. 611 68.3 61.8 65.5 67.3 40.5 51.7 42.6 NA
Industrial engineering............ 46.0 51.0 45.5 NA NA NA NA NA NA
Mechanical engineering ........ 511 56.2 53.0 53.3 45.9 40.3 49.1 NA NA
Other engineering .. 542 60.4 53.3 54.9 43.3 59.6 49.5 NA NA

Life sciences.............ccccue... 59.4 67.7 70.2 60.4 53.0 57.2 40.9 65.4 NA
Agriculture .......ccceveerieeinenne 59.3 78.0 65.4 NA NA NA NA NA NA
Biological sciences .. ... 583 65.3 72.9 59.8 50.1 57.6 39.3 NA NA
Health/medical ...................... 67.3 66.1 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Computer math sciences ..... 66.5 75.3 73.3 74.2 65.1 54.3 42.2 NA NA
Computer sciences................ 75.6 80.2 78.0 76.4 77.0 58.9 NA NA NA
Mathematical sciences ......... 52.4 62.4 57.8 67.4 50.9 51.0 39.3 NA NA

Physical sciences .. 527 68.0 59.9 46.1 51.0 53.7 40.3 36.0 39.0
Chemistry ....cccocoevveiniineeee, 54.5 71.4 61.7 37.0 NA 52.1 NA NA NA
GEOSCIENCES ....eeveuveeneeeieenas 58.0 68.0 68.5 44.7 56.9 NA NA NA NA
Physics/astronomy ......... .. 415 66.3 41.0 NA NA 48.4 NA NA NA
Other physical sciences........ 64.7 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Social sciences ............... ... 56.5 62.2 58.5 60.1 57.3 50.0 49.2 51.4 33.8
ECONOMICS .....ovvvevieiiieciens 47.9 58.4 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Political sciences ........cc........ 34.8 46.6 37.3 NA 40.5 23.2 NA NA NA
Psychology ... 65.9 69.7 69.1 67.9 63.9 57.4 67.4 NA NA
Sociology/anthropology ........ 46.2 59.8 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Other social sciences............ 51.7 56.2 48.0 NA 54.9 NA NA NA NA

Doctorate

All science & engineering ..... 70.2 741 73.1 7.7 68.9 64.4 65.0 67.6 75.9

Engineering...........ccccccceeeens 64.8 66.0 66.6 66.6 67.5 59.6 60.6 62.3 73.5
Aerospace engineering ... 67.4 73.5 73.6 NA NA NA NA NA NA
Chemical engineering .... 56.4 61.3 54.8 57.2 53.4 50.1 54.5 NA NA
Civil engineering.......... .. 705 71.4 63.8 75.6 NA 72.0 NA NA NA
Electrical engineering............. 65.6 63.8 71.4 65.9 79.3 61.5 54.0 NA NA
Industrial engineering............ 66.1 71.8 61.1 NA NA NA NA NA NA
Mechanical engineering ........ 65.6 65.2 66.9 61.9 NA 69.5 NA NA NA
Other engineering .......c.cccc.... 65.2 66.7 68.1 67.8 63.9 56.1 64.5 NA NA

Life sciences............cccceeeueeen. 73.8 76.9 75.6 74.6 70.7 70.0 721 71.0 78.8
Agriculture ................ ... 73.6 77.0 74.7 73.7 74.9 72.7 71.8 66.6 NA
Biological sciences ..... .. 739 77.2 75.6 74.5 70.4 70.4 71.7 71.4 80.3
Health/medical ................ .. 70.8 64.3 78.8 80.3 NA 54.6 NA NA NA

Computer math sciences ..... 70.4 71.4 75.1 78.2 69.9 59.8 63.9 69.0 NA
Computer sciences ............... 75.4 70.7 76.0 86.9 NA NA NA NA NA
Mathematical sciences ... 068.6 721 74.4 74.2 69.4 58.0 63.9 69.0 NA

Physical sciences.................. 59.5 67.3 62.4 59.7 58.4 50.4 52.2 61.4 69.1
Chemistry ....cccocoevveiiiineeee. 58.7 69.8 58.9 57.3 60.7 48.8 50.2 55.4 68.8
Geosciences ............ .. 747 78.6 741 71.8 72.5 73.0 73.7 77.8 NA
Physics/astronomy ........ .. 546 59.6 61.0 58.6 47.9 42.6 49.2 63.6 66.3
Other physical sciences........  67.0 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Social sciences ..................... 78.1 82.1 82.4 7741 74.3 72.9 77.3 771 82.6
ECONOMICS .....ceveveieeiineiene 81.4 84.3 85.7 85.4 80.6 74.7 78.4 NA NA
Political sciences . 728 75.5 79.9 75.5 67.4 62.8 78.6 NA NA
Psychology ........cccocerveenenenne 81.6 86.2 87.1 79.4 78.8 751 78.7 79.4 83.4
Sociology/anthropology ........ 70.7 75.1 70.8 64.0 65.7 74.4 751 NA NA
Other social sciences............ 70.3 72.5 70.7 72.7 62.8 66.9 70.4 NA NA

NA = data not available

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Studies (NSF/SRS), Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data System
(SESTAT), 1997.

See figure 3-1 and figure 3-2 in Volume 1.
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